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Ordination Halls (Sima)
.in the }-ustory and Culture of Northeast Thailand:
. A Case Study in Mukdahan
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Abstract

This Research aims to investigate the symbolic planning base on Traiphum cosmology concept of
space of the ordination halls or sima in Mukdahan province. In addition, the historical and cultural
contexts of northeast Thailand are also scrutinized how they related te the change of the sima
buildings. According to the documents concerning the ruiers of Mukdahan and some inscriptions, it is
found that some sima buildings and boundaries had been constructed during the reign of King Rama
lit of Siam. After the reign, this activity was rarely found recorded. The present oldest sima building in
Mukdahan was built during the early 20" century in Laotian style. Arcund 3 decades later a farge
numbper of Vietnamese migrated into Lacs and Siam. The Vietnamese builders were employed to build
several sima buildings. Some of bas-reliefs on the pediments of these buildings show unusual and
different iconography from Buddhist tradition.

The symbalic planning system of the sima buildings has the same pattern as those found in
central Thailand. The concept of Jambudipa was symbaolized by the scenes from the story of the
Buddha's Life, Ten Jatakes and fables. These scenes were composed in horizontal arrangement. The
elements which symbolized Mount Meru were composed in vertical axis. Karuda, Karuda captures
nagas and deities in ihe gesture that raise the hands pressed together (thepphanom), were usually

depicted on pediments. Rahu was usually placed on the top of the main entrance door lower from the

pediments.





