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Public Space in Tai-Loei Communities : The Study of Socio-spatial Process
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Abstract

The Tai-Loei ethnic in Loei Province is known for its social way of life. This way of life is
reflected in the form of the public spaces where daily activities, social activities, and interaction are
carried out. As any other traditional community in North-eastern Thailand, public spaces in Na-Or
Village were formed by its culture and belief. Tai-Loei community has a long lasting value that
became foundation of all their activities. And as in other communities, changes in the society cannot
be prevented partially because of the influences from the outside world. These changes also
affected the pattern of use of the Na-Or's public space. One of the dynamics discussed here is the
understanding and expressions of the Na-Or community of traditional values which influences the

form and function of public spaces.

The research investigated the changes of public spaces from their traditional concept to its
functions today. It also explored the relationship between public spaces and the traditional values
behind them. The public space changes shown the dynamics in the Na —Or community. The
changes of public space from the spiritual belief to the contemporary public space have shown the
community’s cultural expression. Influence from various media and education, has changed the

people's attitude and expression of their own cultural values.
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