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Abstract

A study of Tai-loei Community and Vernacular House, one of the research projects of ‘Tai-
loei Community and Traditional House: Architectural and Environment Study’, is conducted under the
framework for studying and revealing the vernacular architecture’s concept from its origin. Besides
studying from the vernacular house itself, this paper also suggests that the analysis of the human being
races, factors of settlement, transportation's line, landscape, society, culture and other transmitted
beliefs and tradition should be concentrated and studied in details. In order to assure and check the
hypothesis's possibility, it proposes the whole aspects of the Tai-loei tribe: Who are the Tai-loei?, Where
did they come from?, Are they Thai people?, How is their ways of living and culture?, What is the unique
of Tai-loei house?, Why do they build their house on the bricked piles?, What factors create the unique of

Tai-loei house?, and how is the trend of Tai-loei house in the future.

The style of managing living space found in the Tai-loei houses obviously reflects their
traditional worldview. The relationship of house proportion and the belief of hierarchy is also revealed
through how they managed the living space for men, women and the others. Living space arrangement
is organized according to the culturzl pattern beliefs and the roles of each family member,

The outstanding poeint of Tai-loei house appears not only in the different form of houses which
is distinguish from other northeastern region’s houses, but also the traditional concept of the house
construction. It is found that each member of the family has cooperated and participated in his or her
house construction. Thus, the skills and knowledge of building Tai-loei house is continuously transmitted
from generation to generation together with the indoctrination of loving their own local area. Utilizing the
natural material found in the environment is of advantage for easy reminding. However, the natural
material has a short time of usage. Some of them become deteriorated and useless. Although nowadays
the artificial materials have been substituted for the local materials, the traditional concept of letting each
member of the family find the local materials to fix the house is eternally preserved. Hence, Tai-loei

house should be considered as the real and lasting architecture.

The study of the house form and the influences related with the community and vernacular
house of Tai-loei is conducted to explore what is the unique style of the Tai-loei house, which cultural
aspects have the influence on the Tai-loei house and how does each cultural aspect have an influence
on it. The result of this study is offered in the hope that it may be of assistance to fulfill the knowledge
base about Tai Study and to be one of documents supporting other researches concerned with the

other groups of local people who possess and share the same roots of culture with Tai-loei.





