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The Development of Historic Communities Along the Khong River:

Nong Khai Province.
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ABSTRACT

The research The Development of Historic Community along the Mekong River, Nongkhai
Province is a part of the research project The Cultural Ecology of Communities along the Mekong
River, Nongkhai Province. The study was conducted in Nongkhai Municipality and Srichiangmai
Tumbon Municipality area. Main objectives are (1) to study the development of urban and
communities along the Mekong River from the past to present, (2) to collect data on history and their
settlements, (3) to understand how urban and communities were formed, (4) to study the relationship
between communities and the use of architectural spaces in people daily life and (5) to search for
integrated process and knowledge in cultural ecology.

Research methodology emphasized on historical information from documentation and field
research. Study areas were selected according to their roles as center in historical development and
as significant tourism destination of the area.

There are 5 factors influenced the development of Nongkhai and Srichiangmai area; (1)
migration from an invasion of Chinese villains that caused a desertion of Nongkhai town, (2) a
settlement adjacent to the Mekong River. During rainy season riverside area eroded because of high
tide. As a result change of land use along waterfront area has continually been developed in city
zone, (3) the change in mode of transportation from river based to vehicles. Therefore, city area has
been expanded along the main street, particularly the highway no. 2 (Friendship Highway), (4) the
construction of 3 large scale projects including Nongkhai civic center, Khon Kaen University at
Nongkhai Campus and the Thai-Lao Mekong River Bridge project that leaded Nongkhai into
transnational level, and (5) changes in national development policies which transform Nongkhai to the
center of tourism and Indo-Chaina gateway.

In case of Srichiangmai 4 factors influenced the town development; (1) the national and
international politics on border town, (2) a riverside settlement. An erosion has transformed the town
structure and its land use, (3) the change in mode of transportation, and (4) national policies during
the King Rama 3" decreased a forefront city status and established new regional centers. As a
result, Vientiane in Lao PDR. became independence, Banphai was a new center and had been
developing into Nongkhai today and lastly, both Parn Paw and Pa-ko were accumulated into

Srichiangmai town.



